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BOTULISM, INFANT

IDENTIFICATION

CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: Anillnessof infants, characterized by constipation, poor
feeding, and“failuretothrive’ that may befollowed by progressiveweakness, impaired
respiration, anddeath.

REPORTING CRITERIA: Clinica diagnosisinaninfant with subsequent laboratory
confirmation.

LABORATORY CRITERIA FORCONFIRMATION:
e Daetectionof botulinumtoxininstool or serum, OR
e |solationof Clostridium botulinumfromstool.

CASEDEFINITION: A clinically compatiblethat islaboratory confirmed, occurring
among children<1year of age.

ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTION MEASURES

KENTUCKY DISEASE SURVEILLANCEREQUIRESURGENT
NOTIFICATION: REPORT TOTHELOCAL ORSTATE HEALTH
DEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY uponrecognition of acaseor suspected caseina
timeperiod not greater than 24 hours. If health department personnel cannot be
contacteddirectly, notification shall bemadeby tel ephoneto theemergency number of
theDivisionof Epidemiology andHedthPlanning: 1-888-973-7678.

EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUESTED:
1. Kentucky ReportableDiseaseReport Form EPID 200 (Rev. Jan/03)
2. Outbreak Investigation: Infant Botulism (CDC52.73).

PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTION:

e Clostridium botulinumsporesare ubiquitous. Identified sourcessuchashoney
andpossibly dark andlight corn syrup should not befedtoinfants.

e Sourceinvestigationby LHD.

CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,COMMUNICABLE
DISEASEBRANCH: 502-564-3261.
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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, FOOD SAFETY AND
COSMETICSBRANCH: 502-564-7181.

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, DIVISION OF
LABORATORY SERVICES: 502-564-4446.
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